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Identifying Risk Through Mapping

100-year flood

1% annual chance 
flood



Flood Insurance Rate Maps

 Indicate areas of flood risk

 Used for various purposes

 Local floodplain regulations

 Flood insurance premiums

 Local emergency planning

 Need periodic updating



Missoula County - Current Floodplain Maps



Clearwater Study 

2012- LiDAR was collected

2017- Hydrology was completed

2018-2019 Hydraulics and 

Floodplain mapping completed



2020
Draft floodplain 
maps produced 

January 2021
Preliminary Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps 
produced – public 

meetings held

Mid-late 2021 (est.)
FEMA Appeal and 
Comment Period

*Early 2022
Appeals and 
Comments 
resolved

*2022
New Flood 

Insurance Rate 
Maps become 

effective

*2022
New Flood 

Insurance Rate 
Maps finalized

90 days

2012 - 2019
Technical data 
collected and 

analyzed

March 18, 2021
Public Open Houses
for preliminary maps

Project Schedule



www.floodplain.mt.gov/clearwater



Public Outreach Materials
www.floodplain.mt.gov/clearwater



Map Viewer 



Preliminary Floodplain Maps & Study 



Development Regulations

Missoula County has floodplain regulations 

that regulate development within the 100-year 

floodplain.

Floodplain permits are required for new 

construction and modifications to existing 

structures.

New construction and additions- elevated 2’

Improvements and additions to existing 
structures < 50% of building’s value, will 
require the entire structure to be brought into 
compliance.



Flood Insurance Requirements 

Flood insurance is mandatory for buildings 

with a federally backed loan in a high-risk 

flood zone.

Flood insurance is not mandatory in a lower 
risk zone but is highly recommended. Lenders 
can always require insurance in any zone.

Flood insurance is an important form of 

economic protection against flooding.



County Next Steps:

❑ Prepare for the upcoming 

open house meeting

❑ Prepare for the upcoming 

appeal period



Thank You

Nadene Wadsworth
Nadene.wadsworth@mt.gov
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